Pessimism
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chapter 1o Father Gapon sl
{whih little that j= new vet
reacs ke an old Nilulst
novel) ; and another to Rasputing, whom
he nterprets as a “symbol—of Russin’s
deepdent bestinlity we mav pssume

Little New, Much That's Dull

I his chapter on Hussia's mternational
!“'].I'll:ﬂ\l Mallon tells a story u!/' a plet to
sgeize the haghts of the upper Bosporus
that was worked ont by the Inst Canr and
which we do not recall seeing in print be
fore, vet it throuns no new hight on Rus
san diplomacy since it 1= so theroughly
characteristie. What amounts to four
elgters are devoted 1o the seeret treaty
of Ijirke, revenled in the “Willy-Nieky™
eortespondence, that for deadly dulness
winld be hard to equal in sny historieal
work we know. The chapter on The
Dowvufall of the Tsardem 1= more eon-
cerred with giving extracts from what
Dr. Dillon wrole m the Contemporary Re-
vier in 1905 and 1906 than m making
that record of the events of Mareh, 1917,
which the reader mught be led o expect
frora the chapter heading.

tine of the most sinking leatures of
tlns book as & whole 15 that its most
entortaining and rewarding passages are
not about Hussia at all but the ghmpses
it gives the reader of the Emperor Will-
inm as an miernational political knave
wlhese ethies would mske a Philadelphia
ward leader blush.
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Sk:p Ross’'s Preface!

Prof. KRess  begms s preface—
fortunately most people skip prefaces
witl the statement that “smeniifie objee-
tivaiy™ has been his guiding star in writ-
ing his book. In this preface one reads
the ool and refreshing statement that
whie he might have presented the im-
pression “that the Russians are fools or
madmen” he preferred (o preture them
as e found them, “bebaving much as |
ghould were T in their plase and fur
nished wath their experionee.”

iYof. Ross, we may remind our
reacers, 15 one of the facuity of the
TUwiversity of Wisconsm and never has
beer gmlty of “doing a Sedtt Nearing ™
Bkippmg the preface, then, we ecome to
a most delightfully entertammg book of
travels, desenbing a  journey  neross
Sibena and Russia from the east, down
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thiee Volea, over the Caneasns into Goorgin
and Armemn, with o <wule Lrip mito Trans

CAcasm.

The Marvel of Turkestan.

For picturesgueness the Metropohtan
Opern House never equalled Prof. Hoss's
sketeh of th® manner m which  the
Goorums revived the office of Katho.
Ithos on a eertmin Sunday durimg s
journey. For a contrast to Dr. Dillon's
pessimism about the old Russin we refer
our readers to this wnter's deseription

Qf " Russta

in Upheaval. "

of the wanner i wlieh the Government
of the Inst Czar turned o desert
Turkestan mmto a guarter of a mlhion
acres of fertile land with eleetnie hehts,
eolton gins and presses and wnlls, with an
experiment station, running the Central
Vsatie Hadway 12000 miles “mto  the
Former abode of robberyv, msgovernment
and Fanatice=m.”  And all of this now
governed by a twenty-vear-old commis
over ot by the Provisional
Government o Apnl, 1917, who las
made the people of that land love him

siomer  sel

Optimism as to Russia

by Las adminsstration of justiee! It = also
surprsing to learn from Prof. Ress, whoe
15 a traveller in many lands, that when
Le made the double journey trom ihe
Pacitic to Potrograd and baek 3 1 Just
vear ho found the Trans Sheran Ral-
roid in as good plysieal condition us one

vwn Ponn=ylvanis system.

More Than a Travel Book.

Tnteresiine as are these trovel pages

of the writer, even more so are las ehiop-

ter< on the Rusaan people, on Sal
Hunger amd the Loml Question, anld omn
the canses leading up 1o e revolution

of Mareh, Liz listory of that soement s
ovent beang simprabu by clear and compre
hensave, Tu faet we kpow of no other
place where it is o admirably reenrided,
Another simking aliapter s that on Fus-
«an Women and Their Outlook, which s
not only very sympathetic but vl inoin
1'IIII'".I|4'.‘-!| as to the eharmeter of the
modern Wnssian woman of the intelleetual
< with whom the future of’ the lasd

must he much conevrned.
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alwsde of peaee”  Yer he does not bihink
the wther possibility, for he wiles “Ir
auely eonaderations do not preevanl, but
instead a0 mmmbier  of  selCwalled  Ditle
wmviererenties tauke the |r',.»|- uf the Hus

span Fmpuree, Thore wall prosently e war

betwirvn miee ol these few St Al
the peogile will ook bl wedy foeet un
the vamshed peace of the Czar”

It s to he peeretted that Profecsorp
Roxz mares] s pages with s tinal pora-

grapbs on Inhbor conditior. an this eoun-
try ntad on “the silent, nnunoed pressure
ol f"ltn!lL" \\|w|i'!1 h.‘l\v no Just ;-]:u'r n
aieh & work.,  The many (lustentions adil
ter the mterest of the hook and are not
at all of the familar Kossian travel bhook

Iy e,

THE ECLIPSE OF RUSSIA. By 0. e
X, George 1. Doran Company.  $1.
RUSSIA IN UPHEAVAL, By Evwarp

viswontie Hoss, The Century Company.

$2.50,
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Stephen Graham’s “The Quest of the Face”

IMSELF very much ef a wanderer,
chiefly in Russiz, Steplien Graham
during the lnst ten venrs has been known
to s readers in England and Amerniea
ulways as the companion of wanderers
Sometimes they are fugitives fleang to
Jerusalem and sometimes poor immigrants
travelling to America, and they are gen-
erally Russians,

We faney that the seetion of the book
before ug entitled The Shadow. in whieh
Saxhy, & young man securely estahlished
in a London eivil offiee, gives up bis posi-
tion of assured comfort for a roving life,
throwing away, as his friends warn him,
the substanee for the shadow, is somewhat
autobiographical.  Huot  all of Mr
(iralham's writings, in magazine articles
and books, are records of this saerifice of
substance for shadow in wanderings that
herome guests prompled by a spintusl
passion.  And the shadow 3s cherished
more and more as each yuest penetrates
further beneath the surface.

The first seetion, which occupies nearly
one-half of this book of Grabam's lnst
wniings before he entered the war and
gives Lhe book its title, The Quest of the
Face (1. e, the faee of Christ), imparts a
profound spiritual mesage. It s simply
the essenee of the Gospel message, but so
revived as specially to appeal to readers
in these dayz of the world's travail.

Some readers mav get more pleasure
and satisfaction from the bref additional
soctions, all ecomplementary to the first,
though independently written. These are
conerviely embodied, each takimg the form
ol a story, The second seetion, The Fn-
mortal, the story of a man who by Jdrink-
g & eertam ehinr beeomes 1mmune to
death, is partieniarly original and impres

pleasures, and, unable even to relish so-
vl contaet with hic kind, eeases in effeet
{0 be man.

This story of The Immortal has so inti-
male #n association with the main theme
of the bouk as to be v.ﬂ?utially a Paﬂ of
it.  The suothor's womds preparatory to
thus seetion are sygmifieant of the associa-
tion. “Beeause we all die we ean under
stand our unily-—our beng one flesh and
one spirit, We ean love. It s the Jook
of mortality in the eyves that beckons us
to love ome another. To seck to be per-
petuated as we are is the opposite of
soeking Chnist. He hives the best who 18
always ready to die”

Thus in the author's searching of human
facos to find a likeness to the ideal face of
Christ the first bopeful glimpse he has is
in looking upon one dead. Thereafter his
quest turns toward the weak, the decadent,
the despised and rojeeted of men. Tt is
only after Dushan, a Serb, enters upon
the seene, stepping unbidden from  the
erowd, more secking than seught, that
Stephen Genham, vang this Slav as a
sive.  This man in giving up mortality
surrenders also all morta]l desires and

medim, planly delivers his message. It
proves to be a gvmpathelie interpretation
of the Gospel betore it was Westermzed,
yet in terms adapted to the most advanced
spiritual  comprehiension of  Western
Christendom. 1t s Tolstovan but wholly
orginal in its expression,

THEQUEST OF THE FACE. By Sterury

Guamas. The Macnullan Company. $1.75.

The inereasing demand for Admiral
Alfred T. Mahan% wrilings sinee America
entered the war has led his publishers, Lit-
tle, Brown & Co., to arrange for a volume
of seleetions of his teaehings on sea
power and naval strategy which they will
publish 0 August. under the title of
Mahan om Naval Warfare. The editor,
Allan Westeott  of the Umited States
Naval Academy, will supply a biographi-
eal introdduet on,

In the organizatin and direetion of
their energies, espeetally of the vounger
women and girls, belp will be found in
Helen J. Ferns's Girls® Clubs, Their (-
ganization awd Mawaoement, which E. P,
Dutton & Co. have remdy,

recent vears A Womranof No Im

Queen Alexandra, Rirg

name oniy a few
Prices $5 00 Net.
E. P. DUTTON & CO., -

FURTHER INDISCRETIONS

By a Woman of No Importance
Author of “Memories Discreet and Indiscrect.”

“T'here are not enough indizeretions,” was the only eriticism leveled at “Memorie
Dixervet and Indisereet,” one of the mort svecessful volumes of remirjscences o
riance’’ therefore decided to be more indiseroet
Among those who appear in the pages of her new volume are ‘iuu n Victoria,

‘dward V11, tke Duke of Conraught Cardiral Vaughan,
Archbichop Temple, Lord Rrampton, “Old Q" Mr. A, J. Fallour, Mr Langtry.
the ubiguiteus Geiran Emperor, Joseph Chamberiain,

Postaye Ertra. At All Bonkstores,
681 Fifth Avenuve, -
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